
 

A New Member’s Guide to Crewe Photographic Society 
 
What We do by Tom Seaton (Asst. Secretary) 
 

First and foremost we are interested in photography in all its forms and in people interested in photography. 
Our aim is to help members to get the most out of their hobby. To that end we invite guests and members 
who are specialists in their field of photography to present talks, demonstrations and practical work. 
We run our own internal competitions between members and have a programme of competitions with local 
clubs and we also enthusiastically participate in wider national competitions organised by the Federation to 
which we belong, the LCPU (Lancashire and Cheshire Photographic Union) and to those organised by the 
National body, the PAGB (Photographic Alliance of Great Britain). 
 

The business and organisation of the Society is managed by a committee of about a dozen annually elected 
members including the executive members, the Secretary and the Treasurer. A Chairman provides direction, 
and specialist tasks such as competition secretary, programme secretary, publicity officer etc. are filled by 
volunteering members. The committee meets four or five times a year, more as necessary. All committee 
members welcome queries, suggestion and comments at all times. 
 

We meet each Thursday evening at 7.30pm for 7.45pm during the season, approximately between, early 
September and early May the following year. At present our meeting place is the Lifestyle Centre, Moss 
Square in Crewe. 
 

Membership, as the Constitution says   ' ...... is open to all persons interested in Photography.' 

Potential members may attend up to 3 meetings paying just the attendance fee (£2.50 currently) before 
committing to full membership or not. Fees may vary from season to season but we endeavour to keep them 
competitive. A pro rata rate can be arranged if joining mid way through a season. 
 

We operate a Website, www.crewephotosoc.com which is a mine of further information and is recommended 
as an essential source to supplement this introduction eg. The Constitution, the competition rules, the 
Committee, fees, the programme etc. and a popular Forum. We also have a club pages on Flickr, Facebook 
and Twitter. 
 

We are a friendly club. Existing members make a point of contacting new members on their first visit to make 
them welcome and enquire about their interests in photography. Members have a wide range of interests 
and new members are bound to find someone who shares that interest. 
 

All with the aim of improving expertise and inspiring enjoyment in photography. 

 

Competitions at Crewe PS by John Royle (Competition Secretary) 

Unless you have previous experience of club membership it is a good idea to get to know what kind of work is 
expected in club competitions before you start entering. Some of us enjoy challenging the norms but it is 
better to watch a few competitions being judged so you know what to expect.  

We have a number of ways you can get help too. The website Forum has pages you can post images to and 
our Flickr site is also open to all members.  All these are ways of attracting comments and they will be 

http://www.crewephotosoc.com/


 

constructive ones. If you wish to be less public about it you can ask members for their opinion or a visiting 
judge. 

When you are ready, start by reading the rules (and other help on our website) and ask the competition 
secretary or another member for help with anything of which you are unsure. We will do all we can to enable 
you to enter. 

You might like to start with PDIs (Projected Digital Images) which are just the pictures you post on the 
internet. They just have to be a certain size (which is quite easy to do). Prints can come later, because they 
are not so easy to do and are expensive. PDIs are (practically) free.  It costs nothing to enter any of our 
competitions. 

The way our competitions are organised looks complicated but it is easy really. There are three League 
Competitions for both PDIs and Prints (6 in total). Then there are Annual competitions for both as well. The 
Annuals are designed to find the best pictures of the year, so you can only enter pictures you have already 
entered in the League competitions that same season.  

We also have two Portrait Competitions (PDI and Print) which take place on the same night near the end of 
the season.  

You have to find new pictures to enter in the League Competitions but a portrait picture can be used in a 
League competition too, so long as it is not in the same season.  

All our competitions, except the Portrait ones, have three sections. General (Colour) and Monochrome, are 
two where you can enter any subject except Nature. Monochrome must be genuinely black and white, 
though tinting is acceptable. Nature is a bit more complicated but the subject can be any living thing except 
humans or domestic animals or garden plants. You are also limited in nature as to what you can alter in the 
picture and although zoo shots are permitted you must avoid any obvious signs that it is a zoo shot. 

Awards are made each year for the best pictures in each category (and overall) in the Annuals and the Portrait 
competitions and there are also awards for the League totals which are made from your best 5 in each print 
category and 7 in the PDIs. 

That’s it. We are always ready to help with any problems which arise. 

Tom Seaton & John Royle, January 2019 

  


